
“A More Excellent Way – Pt 4”
November 2/3, 2024

Speaker: Tom Hughes

Opening: [15 mins] We suggest you begin with an opening prayer and then a brief “catch up” or “icebreaker” before moving into the scripture reflection and application questions.

Icebreaker: Where have you seen God at work in your life or in the life of others this week?

Scripture Reflection: [20 mins] Read Luke 18:9-14. After allowing the group time to reflect on the passages, ask them to share what most stands out to them.

Application Questions: [40 mins] (These questions will help you and your group dig deeper into the weekend sermon. Feel free to edit or use only those which fit your allotted time.)

Tom talked about three potential “heart blockages” that might make it hard to love our neighbor - the first was self deception. He said “Self-deception stops us from receiving mercy from God because we don’t think we need it.”
If you were being honest - do you think you fall into this category?
Would you be able to recognize self deception in your own life?
How might we break free from this potential heart blockage?
Do you ever find yourself comparing your actions (or sins) to others’?

The second heart blockage Tom talked about was self righteousness. He said Self-righteousness stops us from giving grace to others because we think they don’t deserve it.
Do you ever find it hard to give grace to others?
How can we grow beyond the blockage of self righteousness?
In what ways is God inviting you to take up your cross and choose humility?
The last heart blockage involves self centeredness. Tom said Self-centeredness stops us from giving praise to God because we think He doesn’t deserve it.
In what ways is God convicting you of being self centered?
Read Colossians 1:15-21 - how can we keep Jesus at the center of our lives and not us?
The antidote to self centeredness is applying God’s word and God’s spirit. How can you remind yourself daily to keep God’s word and His spirit near you?

Closing & Prayer: [15 mins]
Receive prayer requests. 
Pray for the nation and all leaders elected to govern us. 

